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Choreographed by Gideon Obarzanek
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The 2019 Company Choreographic Season
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 ABOUT Circle Dance & Trip The Light
CIRCLE DANCE

Choreographed by Gideon Obarzanek
Performed by Yellow Wheel Company 2

Yellow Wheel Company 2 is a collective of young and emerging professional 
dancers that meet once a week to train and rehearse. This model offers a lower 
commitment level than the Company 1 program, allowing already highly commited 
dancers, many in tertiary training, to engage with the company.

This year Yellow Wheel has partnered with the Festival of Jewish Arts and Music 
to remount Gideon Obarzanek’s Circle Dance, originally made with the 2015 
graduating class at the Victorian College of the Arts. Company members have 
been working with original cast members Kyall Shanks and Jasmine Ahwah, and 
following this season will be performing at the Festival of Jewish Arts and Music at  
the Melbourne Recital Centre on September 8th.

 
TRIP THE LIGHT

Seven short works choreographed and performed by Yellow Wheel Company 1

Trip The Light is Yellow Wheel’s annual choreographic season, where our company 
members are supported to create their own short works. Mentored by Josh and 
Kyall, the choreographers are encouraged to try out new ideas and take creative 
risks. 

Company 1 work on a number of projects throughout the year, including Trip The 
Light, the major season (this year touring QUARK to Alice Springs), and other 
projects such as SIMULCAST for Dance Massive.



 IN INTERNAL PLACES AND OUT IN OUTER SPACE

Choreographer  Elly-Rose Tew
Dancers   Cora Hughes, Suzu Ichikawa, Natalie Kwan, Rachel Mackie,
     Alannah May, Kathryn Riddoch & Elly Tew.

Exploring
the space, location; a geographic site. 

Exploring
location as the material; texture, shadow, surface. 

Two
points in space, revolving around a central force. 

Mapping,
contextualizing. 

Points
of intersection, constantly shifting and re-adjusting.

Space
expanding and collapsing.

Floor,
lower floor, atmosphere and dimensions, 

Molecules
never touching.

And
everywhere, empty space, open and quiet. 

The
lived place; imagined and re-imagined through habitation. 

Real
space, believed space; as in a mirror, as in a dream. 

“The identities of place are always unfixed, contested and multiple. Places are 
open and Porous” (Space, Place and Gender, D. Massey, 1994).

Bodies
in space,
studying

the spaces around them.
Becoming,

altering and moving through spaces. 
Actively

making place through practice. 
In

internal places and out in outer space.



 And it’s worth fighting for
Choreographer  Abigail Benham-Bannon
Dancers   Diane Pereira, Elly Tew, & Anne Louise Thorbecke
Sound Credits  Voices: Anne Louise Vad Thorbecke, Diane Pereira, 
    & Elly-Rose Tew
    Music: ‘Treat You Better’, The Maes (written by Maggie and
     Elsie Rigby and John Flanagan), sung by One More Chorus

“I know. It’s all wrong. By rights we shouldn’t even be here. But we are. It’s like in 
the great stories, Mr. Frodo. The ones that really mattered. Full of darkness and 
danger, they were. And sometimes you didn’t want to know the end. Because 
how could the end be happy? How could the world go back to the way it was 

when so much bad happened? But in the end, it’s only a passing thing, this 
shadow. Even darkness must pass. A new day will come. And when the sun 

shines, it will shine out the clearer. Those were the stories that stayed with you. 
That meant something, even if you were too small to understand why. But I think, 
Mr. Frodo, I do understand. I know now. Folk in those stories had lots of chances 
of turning back, only they didn’t. They kept going. Because they were holding 
onto something …That there is some good in the world … and it’s worth 

fighting for.” - J.R.R. Tolkien

 a bit too much sugar before bed
Choreographer  Maddi Cushion
Dancers   Kassandra Junkeer, Kathryn Riddoch, Nuala Rooney 
    & Bonnie Sampson.

when you’re at a sleepover, and one person wakes everyone up at 3am. next 
thing you know it’s a scene from love actually. sorry mum and dad.



 Circle Dance
Choreographer  Gideon Obarzanek
Composer   Jordan Obarzanek
Rehearsal Director Kyall Shanks
Assistant Rehearsal
Director   Jasmine Ahwah
Dancers   Meg Bassett, Emily Eather, Wendy Feng, Yvonne Huang,
     Suzu Ichikawa, Christie King, Jade Leung, Stephanie 
    Moutray-Read, Juliet Saito, Gemma Sattler, Kim Te 
    & Bree-ann Thomas.

Long before Gideon Obarzanek was Artistic Director of the Melbourne Festival, 
and before founding contemporary dance company Chunky Move, he was 

learning traditional Israeli folk dance on kibbutz. The core choreography in Circle 
Dance began its life there, and has been extrapolated out from a memory of a 

movement that Obarzanek has found himself returning to and drawing inspiration 
from in recent years. 

Circle Dance was originally created in collaboration with the Victorian College 
of the Arts graduating class of 2015. In 2019 it has been remounted by Yellow 

Wheel  to perform at the Festival Of Jewish Arts and Music (Sep 8th).

INTERVAL

 STRANGE(RS)
Choreographer  Phillipa Chapman
Composer   Lindsay Chapman
Dancers   Eiren Chamley, Siobhan Henderson, Pippa McEwen, 
    Nuala Rooney & Bonnie Sampson

Inspired by moments of forced proximity, Strange(rs) is a manifestation of 
curiosity. Who are you? Where are you going and why? Five dancers navigate 
a disassociated society as five instruments explore nuances in technique and 

technology. Our experience of absurdity is shared …



 NEXUS
Choreographer  Anne Louise Thorbecke
Composer   Christopher M. Bolton
Dancers   Maddi Cushion, Kassandra Junkeer, Diane Pereira, Abigail 
    Benham-Bannon & Cassie East

Nexus explores the ways in which human relationships can be constructive or 
destructive as dancers engage in dynamics of avoidance, influencing, being 

influenced, and giving space.

 PAT
Choreographer  Natalie Kwan
Dancers   Natalie Kwan & Patrick O’Luanaigh

When I was a kid I wanted to be a boy. Told my parents and they said surgery is 
too expensive. Now 21 years later I wonder what would have been different, or if 

it’d be different at all.

 THE REFLECTION SECTION
Choreographer  Eiren Chamley
Dancers   Phillipa Chapman, Siobhan Henderson, Cora Hughes, Suzu
     Ichikawa, Rachel Mackie, Alannah May, Pippa McEwen,
     Patrick O’Luanaigh & Cassie East.

END



 ABOUT YELLOW WHEEL
Yellow Wheel, established in Melbourne in 2012, is an Australian dance company 

specialising in working with young people and emerging artists. The company 
offers a range of programs to connecting emerging dancers with professional 
artists, and provides rigourous contemporary dance training and professional 

development. Yellow Wheel presents  fresh, ambitious new dance works featuring 
the next generation of young movers, as well as supporting artists to create and 

present work.

Artistic Director Joshua Lowe
Associate Director Kyall Shanks

Email      admin@yellowwheel.com.au
Address   WXYZ Studios, 130 Dryburgh St, North Melbourne
Website   www.yellowwheel.com.au

Visit the website to sign up to our E-Newsletter

 ABOUT LUCY GUERIN INC & WXYZ STUDIOS
Lucy Guerin Inc (LGI) is an Australian contemporary dance company established 

in Melbourne in 2002 by Artistic Director Lucy Guerin to create and tour new 
dance works. Renowned for the skill of its creative team and the originality of its 
productions, LGI is dedicated to researching, challenging and extending the art 

of contemporary dance.

Lucy Guerin Inc has been the home of Yellow Wheel since 2012, and from the 
beginning of 2019 we have joined them in their stunning new home at WXYZ 
Studios in North Melbourne. The generous support of Lucy Guerin Inc allows 
Yellow Wheel, as a project-based company, to direct more of our funding into 

programs and works that benefit young people. 

www.lucyguerininc.com

www.lucyguerininc.com

